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                        Wyoming Water Association 

Water is Wyomingõs Gold! 

 

Looking for an old Wyoming 

Water Flow article? How 

about an updated Water 

Planner? Both can be found 

on the Wyoming Water Asso-

ciationõs website,  at http://

www.wyomingwater.org 

The website also contains 

information on the WWA 

scholarship and  information 

on the Annual Meeting and 

Summer Tour.  

Check it out today! 

Summer Tour Set for July 15th  
Several Jackson area locations will  
be the highlight of this yearôs tour. 

What does the National Elk Refuge, dam removal and ice jams all have 
in common? Each will be showcased in this yearôs Wyoming Water As-
sociationôs Summer Water Resource Tour. The purpose of the yearly 
summer tour is to offer a firsthand look at some of Wyomingôs critical 
water issues. The Tour will begin at 8 am on Friday, July 15th, leaving 
from the Virginian Lodge in Jackson.  
 
An excellent tour is on hand for this yearôs tour attendees. Locations to 
be visited include: 
 

Spread Creek  

A joint effort between Trout Unlimited and the Wyoming Game & Fish 
Department is currently underway at Spread Creek. Last fall an old di-
version dam was removed in an effort to restore and enhance the creek 
to a natural set-
ting while also 
improving the 
fisheries. By re-
moving the dam, 
some 50 miles 
of spawning and 
rearing habitat 
to native Snake 
River Cutthroats 
will become 
available. Res-
toration by build-
ing rock weirs 
and other 
stream improve-
ments are ongo-
ing.  
Continued on page 2 

Heavy machinery is used to remove the Spread Creek Dam in the Fall 

of  2010. photo from Jackson Hole magazine.  



2011 WWA Officers  
& Board Members  

 
 During the 2010 Annual Membership 
Business Meeting held on October 28th, the As-
sociationôs membership approved the following 
roster of proposed officers and Board members.  
 The members of the Board serve in a 
voluntary capacity and donate their time and ef-
forts freely without compensation. The Board 
holds at least three Board meetings per year, 
fall, winter, and summer. In addition, the Board 
has several standing committees that include: 
Resolutions, Scholarship,  and Annual Meeting, 
which require additional time and effort. Please 
make sure you thank them for all they do for 
Wyomingôs water!  
 
 President (Interim)  ééééé..Alan Dugan 
 1st Vice -President é..éééé..Alan Dugan 
 2nd Vice -President ..ééé.éé.Tim Wilson 
 Secretaryééééééééééé.Ron Vore 
 Treasureréééééééé..é..Jack Meena 
 Past President ééééé.Ron Cunningham 
 Board Members  
 Agricultureééé...éé...Lee Arrington 
                                                        Neal Payne 
                                                    Bryant Startin 
                                                   Klodette Stroh 
 Industry, Business  
              & Educationéééé...Ryan Erickson 
                                                    Frank Grimes 
                                            Wendy Hutchinson 
                                                    Robert Taylor 
 Recreation & 
               Conservationéééé....Tom Annear 
                                                 Barry Lawrence 
                                                          Cory Toye 
                                                  Jeri Trebelcock 
  
 Labor & Civicééé..Marge Bedessem 
                                                         John Maier 
                                                      Mark Pepper 
                                                               Vacant 
  
 Local Governmentéé.éé..Mike Cole 
                                                 Bob Juve 
                                                     Bryan Seppie 
                                                               Vacant 
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The National Elk Refuge  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, with funding 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, is burying thousands of feet (nearly 48 
miles!) of HDPE pipeline to better irrigate pas-
tures. The enhanced Irrigation Expansion Pro-
ject began last year by converting the currently 
open canals and ditches to pipe. The goal is to 
increase the irrigated acreage which will grow 
additional natural forage available to elk and bi-
son. The Elk Refuge is the worlds largest winter-
ing concentration of elk.  
 

Flat Creek  

Wintertime flooding in the town of Jackson can 
be caused by the production and accumulation 
of frazil ice and anchor ice in Flat Creek. The 
town maintains several ñthaw wellsò on Flat 
Creek that pump warmer groundwater into the 
creek to prevent ice build up and ice jams. Par-
ticipants will learn how these thaw wells prevent 
anchor ice from forming and hence protecting 
the town of Jackson from future flooding.  
 
If you havenôt already reserved your spot on the  
WWA Summer Tour, now is the time! A registra-
tion form is located on the back page of this 
newsletter or can be downloaded from the WWA 
website at http://wyomingwater.org For more in-
formation please contact the WWA either by 
phone at (307) 286-8614 or by e-mail at 
www@wyoming.com.  
 
July 7th is the deadline for registration. The reg-
istration is $35 per person and includes trans-
portation, lunch and refreshments. We hope to 
see you on the 15th!  
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May Hydrologic Outlook 
Historically high mountain snowpack leads to continued flooding concerns 

When the Wyoming State Climate 
Office released its May climate 
report (http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/
sco/data/climate_summaries/) it 
was noted that by the end of the 
month, statewide snow water 
equivalent (SWE) was an incredi-
ble 327% of historical average 
(compared to 1971-2000). The 
impressive amount of snow in our 
mountains was a result of cooler 
temperatures slowing down the 
rate of snow melt in an already 
high snowpack and additional ac-
cumulations over many of Wyo-
mingôs mountain ranges. With 
such a high snowpack and 
warmer temperatures just around 
the corner, many officials are now 
dealing with local and regional 
flooding issues.   
 
The following article summarizes the latest hy-
drologic information available for Wyoming. Infor-
mation used are from the Wyoming Basin Out-
look Report from June 1st, 2011, NOAA May 
2011 Hydrologic Summary and the State Climate 
Office May 2011 Climate Summary. All of these 
reports may be viewed and downloaded at the 
Wyoming Water Resources Data System 
website at http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/   
 

Precipitation  

 All major basins in Wyoming had above to 
well above average precipitation totals dur-
ing May.  The Wind River Basin had the 
highest precipitation for the month at 245% 
of average. The Upper Bear River Basin had 
the lowest precipitation amount but still 
130% of average. Please refer to the figure 
above right to see the remaining river basin 
precipitation totals.  

Snowpack/Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)  

As mentioned previously the statewide snow 
water equivalent (SWE) for June 1st was 327% 
of average. Overall, the Powder-Tongue Basin 
reported the stateôs highest end-of-May SWE 
values at 575% of historical average. The Sho-
shone River watershed, the basin with the 
stateôs lowest end-of-May SWE, still reported 
greater than 200% of average. 
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Reservoirs  

For the entire state, reservoir 
storage averaged at 92% as 
of June 1st. However, the av-
erage varied widely across the 
state, ranging from 118% in 
the northeast to 74% in the 
Wind River Basin. The table to 
the right gives further informa-
tion on reservoir storage for 
the major reservoirs in the 
state.  

Streamflow  

Normal to above normal 
streamflow volumes are ex-
pected to continue through the  
spring runoff across most of 
the major basins in western 
and central Wyoming. Well 
above normal streamflow vol-
umes are expected to con-
tinue for the major river basins 
in southeastern Wyoming. 
Most probable yield (as of 
June 1st) for the en-
tire State  of Wyo-
ming is forecasted to 
be 199% of average 
with a range of 157% 
to 387% of average. 
The June-July Water 
Supply Outlook dia-
gram published on 
June 15th also shows 
streamflow volumes 
continuing to be very 
high. As of the middle 
of May there contin-
ued to be a high po-
tential for spring 
snowmelt flooding for 
Shoshone, Bear, 
Wind, portions of the 
Powder River Basins,  
Upper North Platte 
Drainage (up to Sara-
toga), for the Laramie  


