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Summer Tour Set for July 15th

Several Jackson area locations wiill

be the highlight of t

What does the National Elk Refuge, dam removal and ice jams all have

water issues. The Tour will begin at 8 am on Friday, July 15th, leaving
from the Virginian Lodge in Jackson.
tour i

An excell ent

be visited include:

s on hand for

Spread Creek

A joint effort between Trout Unlimited and the Wyoming Game & Fish
Department is currently underway at Spread Creek. Last fall an old di-

g version dam was removed in an effort to restore and enhance the creek
to a natural set-
ting while also

moving the dam,

some 50 miles

of spawning and
N rearing habitat
to native Snake
River Cutthroats |
will become
available. Res- |
toration by build- |
ing rock weirs
and other
stream improve-
ments are ongo-

ing.
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of 2010. photo from Jackson Hole magazine.
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The National Elk Refuge

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, with funding
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, is burying thousands of feet (nearly 48
miles!) of HDPE pipeline to better irrigate pas-
tures. The enhanced Irrigation Expansion Pro-
ject began last year by converting the currently
open canals and ditches to pipe. The goal is to
increase the irrigated acreage which will grow
additional natural forage available to elk and bi-
son. The Elk Refuge is the worlds largest winter-
ing concentration of elk.

Flat Creek

Wintertime flooding in the town of Jackson can
be caused by the production and accumulation
of frazil ice and anchor ice in Flat Creek. The
town maintains sever al
Creek that pump warmer groundwater into the
creek to prevent ice build up and ice jams. Par-
ticipants will learn how these thaw wells prevent
anchor ice from forming and hence protecting
the town of Jackson from future flooding.

I f you havenot already
WWA Summer Tour, now is the time! A registra-
tion form is located on the back page of this
newsletter or can be downloaded from the WWA
website at http://wyomingwater.org For more in-
formation please contact the WWA either by
phone at (307) 286-8614 or by e-mail at
www@wyoming.com.

July 7th is the deadline for registration. The reg-
istration is $35 per person and includes trans-
portation, lunch and refreshments. We hope to
see you on the 15th!

2011 WWA Officers
& Board Members

During the 2010 Annual Membership
Business Meeting held on October 28th, the As-
sociationds membership
roster of proposed officers and Board members.

The members of the Board serve in a
voluntary capacity and donate their time and ef-
forts freely without compensation. The Board
holds at least three Board meetings per year,
fall, winter, and summer. In addition, the Board
has several standing committees that include:
Resolutions, Scholarship, and Annual Meeting,
which require additional time and effort. Please
make sure you thank them for all they do for

Wyomi ngbs water!
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May Hydrologic Outlook

Historically high mountain

snowpack leads to continued flooding concerns

When the Wyoming State Climate Crom g Percent of Normal Precipitation
Office released its May climate y by Basin
report (http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/ May 2011

sco/data/climate_summaries/) it
was noted that by the end of the
month, statewide snow water
equivalent (SWE) was an incredi-
ble 327% of historical average
(compared to 1971-2000). The
impressive amount of snow in our
mountains was a result of cooler
temperatures slowing down the
rate of snow melt in an already
high snowpack and additional ac-
cumulations over many of Wyo-
mi ngds mountain
such a high snowpack and
warmer temperatures just around
the corner, many officials are now
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dealing with local and regional
flooding issues.

The following article summarizes the latest hy-

drologic information available for Wyoming. Infor-
mation used are from the Wyoming Basin Out- reported the stoBMagDME h i
look Report from June 1st, 2011, NOAA May values at 575% of historical average. The Sho-

2011 Hydrologic Summary and the State Climate

Office May 2011 Climate Summary. All
reports may be viewed and downloade

Wyoming Water Resources Data System

website at http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/

Precipitation

All major basins in Wyoming had above to

well above average precipitation totals

ing May. The Wind River Basin had the
highest precipitation for the month at 245%
of average. The Upper Bear River Basin had

the lowest precipitation amount but still

130% of average. Please refer to the figure
above right to see the remaining river basin

precipitation totals.

Snowpack/Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
As mentioned previously the statewide snow

f1h shone River watershed, the basin with the
do t ﬁse stateds lofeMapIIME, séllmegorted
at the greater than 200% of average.

water equivalent (SWE) for June 1st was 327%
of average. Overall, the Powder-Tongue Basin

SWE ¥ of Average as of Monday, 23 May 2011
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Reservoirs

For the entire state, reservoir
storage averaged at 92% as
of June 1st. However, the av-
erage varied widely across the
state, ranging from 118% in
the northeast to 74% in the
Wind River Basin. The table to
the right gives further informa-
tion on reservoir storage for
the major reservoirs in the
state.

Streamflow

Normal to above normal
streamflow volumes are ex-
pected to continue through the
spring runoff across most of
the major basins in western
and central Wyoming. Well
above normal streamflow vol-
umes are expected to con-
tinue for the major river basins
in southeastern Wyoming.
Most probable yield (as of
June 1st) for the en-

tire State of Wyo-

ming is forecasted to

be 199% of average

with a range of 157%

to 387% of average.

The June-July Water
Supply Outlook dia-

gram published on

June 15th also shows
streamflow volumes
continuing to be very

high. As of the middle

of May there contin-

ued to be a high po-

tential for spring

snowmelt flooding for
Shoshone, Bear,

Wind, portions of the
Powder River Basins,
Upper North Platte
Drainage (up to Sara-
toga), for the Laramie

Major Reservoirs in Wyoming
June 1, 2011

BASIN AREA CURRENT AS LAST YR AS AVERAGE AS CURRENT AS CURRENT AS
RESERVOIR % CAPACITY % CAPACITY % CAPACITY % AVERAGE % LAST YR
WYOMING AND SURROUNDING STATES
A 9g 98 ¥ 101 100
pey STURA g9 92 =12 93 97
BELLE FOURCHE 98 85 85 114 103
BIG SANDY 73 3] 77 gs 106
BIGHORN LRKE 71 71 4 110 99
BOYSEN 71 90 8s 75 79
BUFFALO BILL 49 €0 61 79 81
BULL 42 €3 €3 67 13
DEERF D 103 102 89 115 101
E KE 79 89 ge a2 89
FLAMING GORGE 83 85 81 103 98
FONTENELLE 35 34 s3 13 103
GLE 100 108 89 100 93
GRASSY LAKE 99 101 85 105 99
GUERNSEY 60 5 79 76 101
79 91 83 o4 86
43 87 68 c4 49
KEYHOLE 88 58 61 143 150
PACTOLA 107 104 8 121 103
= : 37 81 74 49 45
P 102 9 7€ 134 114
€6 9 77 ge 73
43 79 €5 13 54
107 100 g4 127 107
103 103 €1 170 100
AUGHTON RES €4 107 92 70 3
WHEATLAND #2 21 7€ &0 34 27
WOODRUFF NARROWS 82 100 70 117 82
TOTAL 28 RESERVOIRS 70 82 75 92 85
Raw KAF Tot Current=9253 Last Year=10900 Average=10028 Capacity=13288




